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PBESIDENT WASHINGTON IN NEW YOEK, 1789. 

[President-elect Washington arrived in the oity of New York, on 
Thursday, April 23, 1789, and one week later, took the oath of office 
prescribed by the Constitution of the United States. Almost immedi- 
diately after his inauguration, official and social receptions, balls, din- 
ners, and other functions followed in quick succession, and Washington 
often had recourse to his friend Col. Clement Biddle, of Philadelphia, to 
aid him in procuring personal and household artices. The following 
letters from private secretary Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle, are interesting 
in this connection. The originals are in the Manuscript Department of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

^ „ New Yoek May 8 th 1789. 

Dear Sir 

I have received your much esteemed favors of the 4 th & 
6 th Ins ts the former covering Gallaghar's bill which is re- 
turned herewith — having all the necessary done to it. 

The President is desireous of getting as much superfine 
blk broad cloth as will make him a suit of Clothes, and de- 
sires me to request that you would send him that quantity, 
— provided it can be here by tuesday Even g — and the quality 
thus. The best superfine French or Dutch black — exceed- 
ingly fine — of a soft, silky texture — not glossy like the 
Eng h cloths. If this quality can be obtained and be for- 
warded by the Mail so as to be here on Tuesday Evening, you 
will be so good as to procure it — otherwise not — as there is 
none of the above discription to be had at present in this 
city. 

With very great esteem 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most obed' H 1 Serv* 
Tobias Lear. 

_ „ New Yoke June 8 th 1789. 

Dear Sir. 

I have been duly favored with your letters of the 3 d & 

5 ins' and the box containing Mrs. "Washington's gowns 



President Washington in New York, 1789. 499 

came safe to hand. The Shoemaker is right in saying he 
had no directions for any shoes or slippers but those to be 
sent to Virginia. I had misunderstood Mrs. Washington 
with respect to her slippers. 

The President is desireous of getting a sett of those wait- 
ers, salvers, or whatever they are called, which are set in 
the middle of a dining table to ornament it — and to occupy 
the place which must otherwise be filled with dishes of 
meat, which are seldom or never touched. Mr. Morris & 
Mr. Bingham have them and the French & Spanish Minis- 
ters here, but I know of no one else who has — I am informed 
that they are most likely to be got at French Stores as they 
are made in France ; — we can find none in this place, and 
the Presed* will thank you to enquire if a sett can be pro- 
cured in Philad" and if it can to procure it for him. — 

I am Dear Sir, 

With very great regard 

Your most obed b , 

H Me gerv t 

Tobias Leae. 



New Yoke June 15, 1789. 
Dear Sir. 

I have now before me your obliging favors of the 8 th 10 th 
& 12 th int t8 — The President is much obliged to you for 
your trouble and attention in making inquiries respecting 
the table ornaments — and if the large & small Glasses of 
M. De la Croix are of the same set, he will thank you to 
procure them for him, & have them sent on in the most 
careful and expeditious manner possible, either by the Stage 
or otherways as you may think best. The President has a 
French man with him, who is said to be a compleat confec- 
tioner, & professes to understand everything relative to those 
Ornaments, so that the Glasses only are wanting. The in- 
tention of having the Glasses in several pieces is to adapt 
them to the size of the Table which you may wish to spread 
— and, therefore, if the five smaller Glasses of M. De la 
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Croix are not parts of the two larger, or such as to answer 
to them, the whole will be useless — and it will not be neces- 
sary to get them, 

I am with respect & esteem 
Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed B? Servt, 
Tobias Lear. 

New Yoke, June 22* 1789. 
Dear Sir. 

I have duly received your letters of the 15 th 17 h & 19 h 
Inst 8 — Billy arrived here safe & well on Wednesday morn- 
ing; he seems not to have lost much flesh by his mis- 
fortunes. 

The President thinks those Ornaments will not answer 
the purpose, as the two sets are not made to join each 
other and neither, seperate, are large enough for his Table. 
He begs you to accept his thanks for your trouble in this 
business. 

The President has been confined to his bed for a week 
past by a fever, and a violent tumor on his thigh ; I have 
now, however, the pleasure to inform you that the former 
has left him, and the latter in a fair way of being removed, 
tho' from its size it will be some time before he will be 
wholly releived from the inconvenience of it. 1 

I am, Dear Sir, 
with respect & esteem 
Your most obed' Serv' 
Tobias Lear. 



1 The cause of the illness of Washington was a case of anthrax, so 
malignant as for several days to threaten mortification. His sufferings 
were intense and his recovery slow. Dr. Samuel Bard was his physician. 



